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of feudalism contributes to the outcome. Now, it happens
that this surviving feudalistic animus of fealty and subservi-
ence has visibly been a source of strength to the German
State hitherto 5 as it presumably also has to the economic
system, apart from the political ends to be served by the
community's economic efficiency. This is to be recognised
and taken account of quite apart from any question as to
the ultimate merits of such a popular temper in any other
connection, or even as to its ulterior value for the ends of
the State. For all that concerns the present inquiry it may
or may not appear, as doubtless would appear to the mind
of most English-speaking persons, that this spirit of sub-
servient alacrity on which the Prussian system of adminis-
trative efficiency rests is beneath the human dignity of a
free man; that it is the spirit of a subject, not of a citizen;
that except for dynastic uses it is a defect and a delinquency;
and that in the end the exigencies of civilised life will not
tolerate such an anachronistic remnant of medievalism, and
the habit of it will be lost. For all that can be made to
appear today, it may also be true that it has only a tran-
sient value even for the uses of the dynastic State; but all
that does not derange the fact that hitherto it has visibly
been a source of strength to the German State, and pre-
sumably to the German people at large as an economic
body.
In the second quarter of the nineteenth century there be-
gan a complex movement of readjustment and rehabilita-
tion in German affairs. At least on its face this movement
is primarily of an economic character, the immediate provo-